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Investigator KYLEA RODRIGUES
Supervisor ' MARK KOLKMEIER
Associated Check List
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AIR FOCUSED INVESTIGATON - ODOR SURVEY sitewide
AIR COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION sitewide

Investigation Comments:
INTRODUCTION

Introduction

Between July 11 and July 14, 2019, seven odor complaints (six unique complainants) were received via the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) online complaint form, Houston Region’s air section phone duty
line or by email. These complaints are part of the ongoing investigation of various odors occurring in the Shadow

complaints filed. The complaints were filed between July 11, 2019 and July 15, 2019.

The complainants alleged a garbage or landfill odor occurring in their homes and around the neighborhood in the
early-morning or in the evening. All six of the complainants identified Blue Ridge Landfill (BRL) as the alleged
source of the odor.

Meteorological conditions during the alleged incidents were as follows:

uly 11, 2019 it was approximately 77.8 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) with a wind speed of 4.8 miles per hour (mp

fronfég degrees compass;
- July 13, 2019 it was approximately 79.2°F with a wind speed of 5.1 mph from 292 degrees compass;
- July 14, 2019 it was approximately 83.7 °F with a wind speed of 5.3 mph from 326 degrees compass.
- July 15, 2019 it was approximately 85.6 °F with a wind speed of 4.0 mph from 230 degrees compass.
This information was obtained via the TCEQ Manvel Croix Park C84 (CAMS 84) monitoring station.

The complainants were contacted by phone or email on July 14, 2019, to inform them that their complaint had
been assigned and will be investigated.

Investigation Narrative

July 11, 2019

TCEQ investigators, Ms. Kylea Rodrigues and Mr. Jay Evans, conducted odor surveys in the west Pearland, Texas
area. The area is largely residential with numerous industrial facilities. Meteorological conditions taken from
CAMS 84 at the beginning of the investigation were as follows: 83.7 °F with a wind speed of 5.3 mph from 326
degrees compass. An area map overview is provided in Attachment 1, Odor Logs for July 11, 2019 are provided in
Attachment 2A, and an Odor Log Localion Map documenling odor survey (OS) locations is provided in
Attachment 3. Meteorological conditions in the field observed by the investigators appeared to be similar to those
reported by CAMS 84.

At 6:00 a.m., the investigators arrived at 2502 Mountain Sage Road (N 29.5658, W -95.4372); (083). Each
investigator completed a 70-minute odor survey. While conducting the odor survey, Mr. Evans experienced mild
nausea. A complaint received on July 15, 2019 noted similar health effects experienced by one complainant
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beginning on July 13, 2019. A very light to strong putrefying landfill odor was detected for a total of 65 minutes.
The odor is characterized as highly offensive based on experience, training, and the TCEQ Odor Complaint
Procedures. The one and ten-minute weighted averages were strong, and the one-hour weighted average was
moderate. The investigators attributed this odor to BRL based on the investigators' training and experience,
attributes of the odor, wind direction, and presence of the same odor on the adjoining Farm Road 521 across from
BRL. The investigators departed from this location at approximately 7:10 a.m. This location was downwind of
BRL at the time of the survey.

At 7:37 a.m., the investigators arrived at Shadow Grove Lane (N 29.5525, W -95.4378); (0OS1). Each investigator
conducted a 75-minute odor survey. A very light to moderate putrefying landfill odor was detected fora total of
o7 minutes. The one-minute weighted average was moderate, the ten-minute weighted average was light, and the
one-hour weighted average was very light. The investigators departed from this location at approximately 8:52
a.m. This location was downwind of BRL at the time of the survey.

At 9:20 a.m., the investigators arrived at 2812 Silhouette Bay Drive (N 29.5589, W -95.4245); (082). Each
investigator conducted a 1-hour odor survey. No odors were detected. The investigators departed from this
location at approximately 10:20 a.m.

At 10:27 a.m., the investigators arrived at 2034 Trinity Bay Drive (N 29.5760, W -95.4261); (0S4). Fach
investigator conducted a 1-hour odor survey. No odors were detected. The investigators departed from this
location at approximately 11:27 a.m.

At 11:35 a.m., the investigators arrived at 7003 McHard Road (N 29.5832, W -95.4612); (085). Each investigator
conducted a 1-hour odor survey. No odors were detected. The investigators departed from this location at
approximately 12:35 p.m. This location was upwind of BRL at the time of the survey.

At 12:50 p.m., the investigators arrived at the BRL facility to gather additional information regarding the observed
odors. At the time of arrival, the investigators were informed that no environmental staff were working at the
facility that day. However, it was noted that the facility operations manager would be available within the next
hour, The investigators waited in a facility conference room for approximately one hour.

Mr. Zachary Pedersen, the Operations Manager at the BRL facility, arrived at approximately 1:50 p.m. Mr.
Pederson stated that the facility had not received any complaints that day and that all control systems were
working properly that day. Mr. Pederson also stated that the odors from the landfill were caused by existing
meteorological conditions at that time. Additionally, he provided the locations of where the facility had been
conducting operations at that time, the working face and the Class I area (see Attachment 3 for additional
information).

July 14, 2019

TCEQ investigators Ms. Kylea Rodrigues and Mr. Jay Evans conducted odor surveys in the west Pearland, Texas
area. All odor logs are provided in Attachment 2. Meteorological conditions taken from CAMS 84 at the
beginning of the investigation were as follows: 78.4 °F with a wind speed of 2.8 mph from 284 degrees compass.
An area map overview is provided in Attachment 1, Odor Logs for July 14, 2019 are provided in Attachment 2B,
and an Odor Log Location Map is provided in Attachment 3. Meteorological conditions in the field observed by
the investigators appeared to be similar to those reported by CAMS 84. '

At 6:05 a.m., the investigators arrived at 13502 White Cloud Court (N 29.5725, W -95.4296); (0S53). Fach
investigator completed a one-hour odor survey. A very light to strong putrefying landfill odor was detected for a
total of 31 minutes. The one-minute weighted average was strong, the ten-minute weighted average was
moderate, and the one-hour weighted average was very light. The investigators attributed this odor to BRL based
on the investigators' training and experience, attributes of the odor, wind direction, and presence of the same odor
on the adjoining Farm Road 521 across from BRL. The investigators departed from this location at approximately
7:05 a.m. This location was downwind of BRL at the time of the survey.

At 7:10 a.m., Ms. Rodrigues arrived at 13109 Shadow Falls Lane (N 29.5693, W -95.4189); (0S2). The investigator
conducted a one-hour odor survey. No odors were detected. The investigator departed from this location at

approximately 8:10 a.m.
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At7:22 a.m., Mr. Evans arrived at Evergreen Street (N 29.5471, W -95.4690) ;(0S5). The investigator conducted a
1-hour odor survey. No odors were detected other than an outdoor burning smell for a total of 3 minutes. The
investigator departed from this location at approximately 8:22 a.m.

At 8:21 a.m., Ms. Rodrigues arrived at Shadow Grove Lane (N 29.5525, W -95.4378); (0S1). The investigator
conducted a one-hour odor survey. No odors were detected. The investigator departed from this location at
approximately 9:21 a.m.

At 8:40 a.m., Mr. Evans arrived at 2034 Trinity Bay Drive (29.5754, W -95.4264); (OS4). The investigator
conducted a 1-hour odor survey. No odors were detected. The investigators departed from this location at
approximately 9:40 a.m.

According to TCEQ Odor Complaint Investigation Procedures, frequency is the number of times that an odor has
been complained about and documented to have occurred (either directly or circumstantially) by the investigator.
TCEQ Odor Complaint Investigation Procedures define a weekly frequency category as having been documented
during an investigator’s odor survey at least threc times at the complainant’s site or equal distance in any 30-day
period. During the 30-day period between June 15, 2019 and July 15, 2019 TCEQ staff documented odors
attributed to BRL the following three times at offsite locations: July 8, 2019 in complaint investigation number
1579097, and during this investigation conducted July 11, 2019 and July 14, 2019. Based on these occurrences,
the frequency of odors documented by TCEQ staff as of July 14, 2019 can be categorized as a weekly occurrence.
Based on the investigators’ experience and training, the odor detected at odor survey location O83 respective to
July 11, 2019 and July 14, 2019 was characterized as highly offensive.

At a weekly frequency, a highly offensive odor documented at a strong intensity for at least 1 minute conslitutes a
nuisance according to the TCEQ Odor Complaint Investigation procedures and the FIDO (Frequency, Intensity,
Duration and Odor) chart. On July 11, 2019, TCEQ investigators conducted odor surveys at off-site locations and
detected strong putrefying landfill odors, which were characterized as putrid and rancid and were categorized as
highly offensive at a weighted average of 10 minutes. Additionally, during a complaint investigation conducted on
July 14, 2019, TCEQ investigators conducted odor surveys at off-site locations and detected moderate putrefying
landfill odors, which were characterized as putrid and rancid and were categorized as highly offensive at a
weighted average of 10 minutes. In addition, on July 14, 2019, strong putrelying landfill odors, which were
characterized as putrid and rancid and were categorized as highly offensive at a weighted average of 1 minute.
Additionally, the investigator experienced health effects, including nausea, that was attributed to BRL odors on
July 11, 2019. A violation will be issued for failure to prevent a nuisance condition under 30 TAC 101.4. For more
information, see VI'N 722405.

Facility Authorization Narrative
BRL operates under Federal Operating Permit O-01472.
Exit Interview

On September 17, 2019, the investigator sent Mr. Tim Telepak, Environmental Manager of BRL, an exit interview
form via email. The complainants were notified of the results of the investigation on September 18, 2019.

GENERAL FACILITY AND PROCESS INFORMATION
Process Description

BRL is a municipal solid waste landfill. More detailed process descriptions can be found in the TCEQ Central File
Room. :

BACKGROUND
Agreed Orders, Court Orders, and Other Compliance Agreements

Based on a review of CCEDS, TCEQ Central Files, and the enforcement database, the following AO pertaining to
violations of air quality regulations was issued by the TCEQ within the past 5 years: 2016-1923-AIR-E
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Prior Enforcement Issues

Based on a review of CCEDS and the regional office files, violations were issued by the TCEQ to the alleged source
during the past five years. There are no repeat Category B or C violations.

Complaints

Based on a review of CCEDS, during the past five years, numerous odor complaints have been received alleging
odors from BRL, and other TCEQ investigations are being conducted concurrently by the Region 12 Office.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Conclusions, Recommendations, and Current Enforcement Actions

One violation was noted based upon conditions observed, information received, and records reviewed during this
investigation. For more information, see the Summary of Investigation Findings below.

Additional Issues
No additional issues were noted during this investigation.
REPORT ATTACHMENTS

1. Area Map

2A. Odor Logs July 11, 2019

2B. Odor Logs July 14, 2019

3. Odor Log Location Maps (July 11, 2019 and July 14, 2019)
4. CONFIDENTIAL- Complainant Map

5. Exit Interview Form

NOE Date: 9/18/2019
OUTSTANDING ALLEGED VIOLATION(S)
ASSOCIATED TO A NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT

Track Number: 722405 Compliance Due Date: To Be Determined
Violation Start Date: 7/11/2019

30 TAC Chapter 101.4
5C THSC Chapter 382.085(a)
5C THSC Chapter 382.085(b)

Alleged Violation:

Investigation: 1579487 Comment Date: 08/12/2019
Failure to prevent a nuisance condition.

During a complaint investigation conducted on July 11, 2019, TCEQ investigators conducted odor surveys at
off-site locations and detected strong putrefying landfill odors, which were characteri zed as putrid and rancid
and were categorized as highly offensive at a weighted average of 10 minutes. Additionally, during a complaint
investigation conducted on July 14, 2019, TCEQ investigators conducted odor surveys at off-site locations and
detected moderate putrefying landfill odors, which were characterized as putrid and rancid and were categorized
as highly offensive at a weighted average of 10 minutes. In addition on July 14, 2019, strong putrefying landfill
odors, which were characterized as putrid and rancid and were categorized as highly offensive at a weighted
average of 1 minute. During a 30-day period TCEQ staff documented odors from Blue Ridge Landfill (BRL) at
off-site locations the following three times: July 8, 2019 in complaint investigation number 1579097; and during
this investigation (1579487) conducted on J uly 11, 2019 and July 14, 2019. Based on these occurrences, the
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frequency of odors documented by TCEQ staff as of July 14, 2019 can be categorized as a weekly occurrence. At
a weekly frequency, a highly offensive odor documented at a strong intensity for at least 1 minute constitutes a
nuisance.

Additionally, on July 11, 2019, an investigator experienced mild nausea due to the strong highly offensive odors
detected during the complaint investigation, similar physical health effects were reported by one complainant.
The nuisance odors from BRL were determined to be injurious to or adversely affect human health, welfare, and
interfered with the normal use and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or property.

This constitutes a violation of 30 TAC 101.4, which states, “No person shall discharge from any source
whatsoever one or more air contaminants or combinations thereof, in such concentration and of such duration
as are or may tend to be injurious to or to adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or
property, or as to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or property.”

This further constitutes a violation of the following: Texas Health & Safety Code 382.085(a) and Texas Health &
Safety Code 382.085(b).

/.Z’/ Date

vironmental Investigator

: ,K-j’ :_;,' Date Z// 517/" 67

Supervisor

Signed ‘
i
En

Attachments: (in order of final report submittal)

_A Enforcement Action Request (EAR) ___Maps, Plans, Sketches

_ X Letter to Facility (specify type) : N O E __ Photographs

Investigation Report __ Correspondence from the facility
___Sample Analysis Results _X Other (specify) :

__Manifests See ,,q;mj farralfive.

Notice of Registration




Attachment 1
Area Map
Investigation Number 1579487
Dates of Investigation: 07/11/2019 & 7/14/2019
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Attachment 2A
Odor Logs
Investigation Number 1579487
Date: 07/11/2019
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Supplemental Investigator’s Odor Intensuy Time Log
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Odor Logs
Investigation Number 1579487
Date: 07/14/2019
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Supplemental Investigator’s Odor Intensity Time Log
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Attachment 3
Odor Log Location Maps
Investigation Number 1579487
Dates of Investigation: 07/11/2019 & 7/14/2019
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Attachment 5
Exit Interview Form
Investigation Number 1579487
Dates of Investigation: 07/11/2019 & 7/14/2019
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Jon Niermann, Chairman
Emily Lindley, Commissioner
Bobby Janecka, Commissioner
Toby Baker, Executive Director

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

September 18, 2019

CERTIFIED MAIL 91 7199 9991 7038 7352 4375
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Robert C. Cox
General Manager
Blue Ridge Landfill
Post Office Box 879
Fresno, Texas 77545

Re: Notice of Enforcement for Complaint Investigation at:
Blue Ridge Landfill,
2200 Farm to Market Road 521, Fresno (Fort Bend County), Texas
Regulated Entity No.:102610102, TCEQ ID No.: FG-0536-E
Investigation Number: 1579487

Dear Mr. Cox:

On July 11,2019 and July 14, 2019, Mr. Andrew Evans of the Texas Comumission on Fnvironmental
Quality (TCEQ) Houston Region Office conducted an investigation of the above-referenced
regulated entity to evaluate compliance with applicable requirements for air quality. During this
investigation, a certain outstanding alleged violation was documented. Enclosed is a summary
which lists the investigation findings and recommended corrective actions. Additional
recommended corrective actions may be provided by the Enforcement Division.

In the listing of the alleged violation, we have cited applicable requirements, including TCEQ
rules. Please note that both the rules themselves and the agency brochure entitled Obtaining
TCEQ Rules (GI 032) are located on our agency website at http://www.tceq.texas.gov for your
reference. If you would like a hard capy of this brochure mailed to you, you may call and request
one from either the Houston Region Office at (713) 767-3700 or the Central Office Publications

Ordering Team at 512-239-0028.

Also, please be advised that the Legislature has granted enforcement powers to the TCEQ to carry
out its mission to protect human health and the environment. Due to the apparent seriousness
of the alleged violation(s), formal enforcement action has been initiated, and additional violations
may be cited upon further review. We encourage you to immedjately begin taking actions to
address the outstanding alleged violation.

In responding with prompt corrective action, the administrative penalty to be assessed may
be limited.

The Commission recognizes that the great majority of the regulated community wants to prevent
pollution and to comply with environmental laws. We dedicate considerable resources toward
making voluntary compliance achievable. But where compliance has not been met it is our duty
to protect the public and the environment by enforcing the state's environmental laws,

regulations, and permits.

TCEQ Region 12 « 5425 Polk St., Ste. H « FHouston, Texas 77023-1452 « 713-767-3500 » TFax 713-767-3520

Austin Headquarters: 512-239-1000 « tceq.texas.gov « How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey

printed on recycled paper



Mr. Robert C. Cox
Page 2
Sceptember 18, 2019

Also, if you believe the violation documented in this notice has been cited in error, and you have
additional information that we are umaware of, vou may request a meeting to discuss this
enforcement matter. To request a meeting, send a letter describing the additional information to
the address shown below.

Manager, Air Section

Enforcement Division, MC 219

Re: Enforcement Meeting Request

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

If you or members of your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Evans in the
Houston Region Office at (713) 422-8959.

Sincerely,

Mr Mark Ko]kmeier, Air Section Team Leader
Houston Region Office

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

MK/AE/rm

Cc: Tim Telepak, Environmental Manager, Blue Ridge Landfill, Post Office Box 879
Fresno, Texas

Enclosure: Summary of Investigation Findings



Summary of Investigation Findings

BLUE RIDGE LANDFILL Investigation #

2200 FM 521 RD Investigaliof Date: 07/11/2019
FRESNO, FORT BEND COUNTY, TX 77545

Additional ID(s): FGO0536E
1472

OUTSTANDING ALLEGED VIOLATION(S)
ASSOCIATED TO A NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT

Track No: 722405 Compliance Due Date: To Be Determined
30 TAC Chapter 101.4

5C THSC Chapter 382.085(a)

5C THSC Chapter 382.085(b)

Alleged Violation:
Investigation: 1579487 Comment Date: 08/12/2019

Failure to prevent a nuisance condition.

During a complaint investigation conducted on July 11, 2019, TCEQ investigators conducted
odor surveys at off-site locations and detected strong putrefying landfill odors, which were
characterized as putrid and rancid and were categorized as highly offensive at a weighted
average of 10 minutes. Additionally, during a complaint investigation conducted on July 14,
2018, TCEQ investigators conducted odor surveys at off-site locations and detected
maderate putrefying landfill odors, which were characterized as putrid and rancid and were
categorized as highly offensive at a weighted average of 10 minutes. In addition on July 14,
2019, strong putrefying landfill odors, which were characterized as putrid and rancid and were
categorized as highly offensive at a weighted average of 1 minute. During a 30-day period
TCEQ staff documented odors from Blue Ridge Landfill (BRL) at off-site locations the
following three times: July 8, 2019 in complaint investigation number 1579097, and during this
investigation (1579487) conducted on July 11, 2019 and July 14, 2019. Based on these
occurrences, the frequency of odors documented by TCEQ staff as of July 14, 2019 can be
categorized as a weekly occurrence. At a weekly frequency, a highly offensive odor
documented at a strong intensity for at least 1 minute constitutes a nuisance

Additionally, on July 11, 2019, an investigator experienced mild nausea due to the strong
highly offensive odars detected during the complaint investigation, similar physical health
effects were reported by one complainant. The nuisance odors from BRL were determined to
be injurious to or adversely affect human health, welfare, and interfered with the normal use
and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or property.

This constitutes a violation of 30 TAC 101.4, which states, “No person shall discharge from
any source whatsoever one or more air contaminants or combinations thereof, in such
concentration and of such duration as are or may tend to be injurious to or to adversely affect
human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or property, or as to interfere with the normal
use and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or property.”

This further constitutes a violation of the following: Texas Health & Safety Code 382.085(a)
and Texas Health & Safety Code 382.085(b).
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