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We’re building a healthy, connected, and vibrant community that 
enriches lives through exceptional experiences.

The City of Pearland’s Parks and Recreation Department is the 
cornerstone of health and wellness, exceptional experiences, 
and purposeful programming that unites our community through 
cultural, diverse, and inclusive efforts. 

What we do makes a difference.

Health and Wellness. We provide exceptional opportunities 
to improve the physical, social, and emotional well being of the 
community.

Cultivate Experiences. We are dedicated to creating 
experiences that engage and connect the community.

Environmental Stewardship. We assume responsibility for 
protecting open spaces, connecting people to nature and 
engaging people in conservation.

Social Equity. We are committed to ensuring all people have 
access to the benefits of Parks and Recreation.

OUR VISION

OUR STORY

OUR PILLARS

ADOPTED January 11, 2021

PEARLAND PARKS                 
AND RECREATION
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The 2020 Pearland Parks, Recreation, 
Open Space, and Trails Master Plan cre-
ates the foundation for the identification and imple-
mentation of capital projects, operational changes, 
and policy considerations that will further establish 
a cohesive parks and recreation system for the 
City. The comprehensive community planning ap-
proach this plan undertakes ensures the plan fol-
lows a community vision and is aligned with best 
practices in parks and recreation facilities.

Specific steps in the Parks, Recreation, and 
Open Space Master Plan include:

	— evaluating and analyzing existing 
conditions; 

	— developing appropriate goals and 
objectives; 

	— identifying local resources and 
partnership opportunities; 

	— analyzing needs based on population 
change and community input; and 

	— identifying strategies and actions 
through which to implement the Master 
Plan’s recommendations and priorities.

The City owns and operates 26 parks 
and facilities that exceed 546 acres.

The City of Pearland 
currently has 19 trails. 
The total miles of 
existing city trails is 16.1 
miles; which equates to 
approximately one mile 
of trail for every 7.061 
residents in the city. 

Pearland offers a variety of recre-
ational programs and events that 
provide year-round activities for 
residents of all ages. A number of 
programs are decreasing in par-
ticipation, overall the total partici-
pation for all recreation programs 
is down 26 percent.

PARK SYSTEM SNAPSHOT

PEARLAND’S GROWTH

Pearland’s 
population 
expected to 
grow by 41% 
between 2018 
and 2040.

Pearland has experienced a steady growth in its population 
over the last five decades and sharply accelerated growth 
of 142 percent between 2000 and 2010. Pearland’s current 
population is estimated to grow between nine percent and 14 
percent in the next two decades. Assuming an average rate 
of growth between 10 and 14 percent, the City is expected to 
add over 53,000 residents by 2040. 

2018: 117,867
2040: 166,943
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City-Owned:
546.9 acres

Subdivisions: 
1,418.3 acres

ISD: 
968.5 acres

48%

19%
33%

The City’s park system is also 
supported by approximately 1,417 
acres of subdivision and home 
owner associations (HOA) parks, 
facilities, golf courses and trails. 

There are 968.5 Acres 
of ISD Park Facilities in 28 
Schools in Pearland.

Pearland spends $53 per 
capita in delivering parks 
and recreational services 
to its residents. 

Pearland’s Parks and Recreation Department 
is accredited through CAPRA and is renewed 
every five years with the next site visit is in 
2023. PARD demonstrates compliance with 
150 out of 151 standards.

employees employees

The Parks and Recreation 
Department has:
52 full time and 76 part time

Out of the 10 special events that 
PARD sponsors and supports 
four are increasing in attendance.
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 1.0 underscores the importance of parks, open space, and recreation programming in enhancing 
the quality of people’s lives and improving their economic well-being; and how a community’s parks sys-
tem and unprogrammed open space should be considered as important as other infrastructure systems 
(utilities, transportation, communications) which sustain a community and make it viable. This chapter also 
provides a quantifiable demographic and psychographic assessment of the types and character of the 
people who live in Pearland; their interests, spending patterns, and what they do for fun. It also outlines 
subsequent chapters and provides the vision, and provisional goals and objectives that will drive the Master 
Plan’s focus areas and strategic perspectives over the next 10 years and beyond.

CITY OF PEARLAND  |  PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN

1.0  INTRODUCTION
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Source: ESRI Business Analyst

Figure 1.4, Population Projections for Pearland to 2040

Figure 1.5, 2010-2019 Population Growth Rate by Block Groups - 2019
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of all projections

Age
Pearland residents are relatively young with a medi-
an age of 35.1 years (see Figure 1.6, Median Age). 
Almost 31 percent of the residents are between 
the ages of 25 and 44 and another 30 percent of 
the population is comprised of young children and 
teens below the age of 19. Approximately 10.2 per-
cent of the residents are 65 years or older. 

An accurate description of the age breakdown for 
Pearland residents can help the City better plan 
for recreational facilities, parks and open spaces 
based on the needs of residents in various stages 
of life and with varying lifestyles. The chart below, 
Figure 1.7, Physical Activity Council (PAC) Over-
view Report (2019) activity breakdown by age, 
shows the expected participation of Pearland res-
idents in physical activity by their age. It is based 
on the Physical Activity Council’s Annual Report for 
2019 that tracks the participation of Americans in 
sports, fitness and recreation activities by age.  

35.1 34.0

34.3 37.8

Pearland Median Age Houston MSA Median Age

Texas Median Age U.S. Median Age

29.4% 16.5%

K-8 (5-14)
15.7%

Pre-K (under 5)
8.1%

Teen (15-19) 
5.9%

29.7% 20.2%

Figure 1.6, Median Age - 2017

Figure 1.7, Physical Activity Council (PAC) Overview Report (2019) activity breakdown by age.

Gen Z
(Pre-K to 19 years) 
Over two-thirds of this age group are 
expected to engage in high calorie 
sports and fitness activities. High 
calorie sports include individual sports 
(boxing, skating, martial arts), team 
sports (basketball, football, hockey), 
racquet sports (badminton, tennis, 
squash), and outdoor sports (jogging, 
bicycling, hiking). Examples of 
activities are barre, dance and yoga.

Millennials 
(20 to 34 years) 
Over half of this age group are 
expected to participate in some form 
of high calorie activity. While members 
of this generation engage in a diverse 
set of sport and fitness activities, they 
refrain from core engagement such as 
team sports and group activities. 

Gen X 
(35 to 54 years) 
Even though over a third of this 
group engages in high calorie sports 
and fitness activities, the number 
of inactive people has increased 
the most compared to all other age 
groups. Possible explanations for the 
increase in inactivity are the work 
and family responsibilities for this 
demographic. 

Boomers
(55 to 74 years) 
This age group is expected to focus 
on low impact, minimal calorie burning 
activities, such as walking for fitness 
and golf. The 65 years and over 
population showed the largest gain in 
inactivity.
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VOLUME 1

2.0  PEARLAND PARKS TOMORROW

In fulfillment of the goals and objectives identified within Chapter 1.0, Introduction, Chapter 2.0, Pearland 
Parks Tomorrow, provides recommended strategies and actions for addressing administration (CAPRA 
accreditation), operations and maintenance issues and needs highlighted in other chapters, including park-
land acquisition, parks distribution, improvements to existing parks, trails connections, indoor recreation 
and aquatics, and conservation of natural resources. 

CITY OF PEARLAND  |  PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN

2.0  PEARLAND PARKS TOMORROW OBJECTIVE 3.1: Ensure a safe and 
connected system of off-street pedestrian 
facilities (sidewalks and recreational trails) 
throughout Pearland and beyond.

STRATEGY 3.1.1: Provide safe access to 
Pearland’s parks from adjacent neighborhoods 
through implementing crosswalk improvement 
standards at principal thoroughfare intersections.

As identified within both the Park Conditions As-
sessment (Appendix E) and Pedestrian Level of 
Service (Appendix F), few of the city’s parks have 
safe routes across streets for pedestrians to reach 
parks from adjacent residential neighborhoods. 
Safe pedestrian crossings should be developed 
to limit the number of places where people cross 
streets. Pedestrian crossings should be located at 
places where vehicles are either slowing or stop-
ping (i.e., intersections). Crosswalk improvements 
should include features such as crosswalk striping, 
signage, curb cuts and ADA-compliant curb ramps, 
and pedestrian activated signal changing push but-
tons (at signalized intersections). 

INITIATIVES AND ACTIONS

1. Refer to Strategy 1.3.5; and the Park Condi-
tions Assessment and the Pedestrian Level of 
Service Remedial Recommendations and Op-
portunities for Improvement figures for recom-
mended locations of pedestrian crossings.

2. Utilizing the NRPA’s Safe Routes to Parks Ac-
tion Framework (refer to sidebar on page 2.28), 
conduct a safe routes to parks audit for the 
City’s parks and implement improvements to 
the park and adjacent streets (both within and 
outside the park) based on the following crite-
ria: enhanced park design, street design, park 
amenities, ADA compliance, signage and way-
finding, and maintenance practices.

3. Implement “Safe Park Zones” (refer to sidebar 
on page 2.28) to slow vehicular speeds around 
parks.

GOAL 3 
SAFE PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS 

Safe active transportation access from points 
of origin (e.g., neighborhoods and residential 
subdivisions) to key destinations (e.g., parks, 
schools, employment centers and commercial 
districts) throughout Pearland.

Safe Park 
Zones
When parks are 
more accessible, 
more people ac-
tively use them. One way to boost access 
is to improve traffic safety and pedestrian 
facilities around parks. Similar to School 
Zones, Safe Park Zones are sections of 
roadway near parks where speed limits 
are lowered, and fines for traffic infractions 
are raised. Routine enforcement spreads 
awareness about safety, and revenue from 
fines can be used to fund pedestrian facility 
improvements.

Safe Park Zones 9

SECTION 2C.I70 (ILLINOIS) PARK ZONE SIgN (W15-I100)

Standard: A Park Zone (W15-I100) sign shall be used by local agencies to inform road users of a park zone.  It shall be 
located in advance of any Reduced Speed Limit Ahead (W3-5, W3-5a) sign in advance of a park zone (see Sec. 2C.38). 

Option: The sign may also be used alone in advance of park zones which have been established by local agencies but 
where park zone speed limits have not been established.  It may also be used alone on streets and highways under the 
jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation which abut parks where local agencies have established park 
zones along their abutting streets.

Signage Placement guidelines (cont.)

Park ZonePark Zone

(R2- I108
with  S4-2)

(W 3- 5a wit h 
W15- I100 p)

(W15-I100)

X ft .

X ft .Safe Park Zone
Signage
Placement

Refer to N at iona l 
MUTCD Table 
2C -4  for  spa cing.

Spacin g at  
engineers ’ 
discretion  ( IDOT 
rec ommends 
100 ft . min. )
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What are Safe Routes    
to Parks?
Safe Routes to Parks aims to make parks 
more accessible for people walking, bi-
cycling, and taking public transportation. 
This occurs by creating routes that are safe 
from traffic and personal danger for peo-
ple of all ages and abilities, and ensuring 
that well-maintained and well-programmed 
parks are conveniently located within a 
10-minute walk (approximately one-half 
mile) from where people live. Safe Routes to 
Parks provides advocates with the tools to 
champion safe and equitable access during 
consideration of park siting, community en-
gagement, allocation of funds, planning, and 
implementation of traffic and public safety 
initiatives, as well as park improvements. 
Over the long term, with increased safe-
ty and accessibility, Safe Routes to Parks 
seeks to increase park usage and improve 
health and wellbeing for people of all ages, 
races, abilities, and income levels.

WORSHIP

MUSEUM

MARKET

SCHOOL

LIBRARY

Park Activities
Actividades Recreativas

Playground>

<Pond

<Garden

ON THE PATH TO 
SAFE ROUTES 
TO PARKS

CONNECT THE 
COMMUNITY TO 
QUALITY PARKS
Conduct a Safe Routes to Parks walk 
audit with park personnel, community 
residents, and other key partners to 
identify routes that people take to 
get to parks, and how to improve 
walking, biking, and accessibility to 
and from homes, schools, workplaces, 
grocery stores, libraries, and other 
destinations. Learn more.

MARK THE ROUTES
Install maps, signs, and community art that 
resonates with and is designed by neighborhood 
residents. Translate information into languages 
commonly spoken in the community.

PUT THE 
“SAFE” IN 
SAFE ROUTES 
TO PARKS
Work with community residents 
to understand what prevents 
them from feeling safe on 
the way to the park. Build 
trusting relationships with law 
enforcement and community 
members to discuss conflicts 
and collaborate on ways to 
address crime and violence 
concerns and enhance personal 
safety in and around the park. 
Host family-oriented events such 
as movie screenings in the park, 
live music, or free or low-cost 
sports clinics.

ENGAGE THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Community residents should be at the center of all efforts to 
improve park accessibility to make sure priorities align with 
their neighborhood’s unique needs. Reach out to residents, law 
enforcement, neighborhood associations, faith-based organizations, 
and other community-based organizations. Learn more.

CELEBRATE THE BENEFITS
People living closer to parks are more likely to visit parks and be physically 
active more often than those who live further from parks. Studies also 
suggest that access to parks, playgrounds, and recreation centers can 
lead to active behaviors by youth, including walking or bicycling to parks.

www.saferoutespartnership.org

Safe Routes to Parks are of particular concern in 
communities lacking infrastructure, for example 
sidewalks, crosswalks, and speed humps to support 
safe walking and bicycling; where violence and crime 
are prevalent; and where there are high rates of 
weight-related diseases or conditions. Safe Routes to 
Parks aims to improve accessibility for people walking, 
bicycling, and taking public transportation, creating 
routes that are safe from traffic and personal danger for 
people of all ages, abilities, incomes, and races, and 
ensuring that well-maintained and well-programmed 
parks are conveniently located within a 10-minute walk 
(approximately one half mile) from where people live. 

The Safe Routes to Parks concept provides advocates 
with the language to champion safe and equitable 
access during consideration of park siting, community 
engagement, allocation of funds, planning, and 
implementation of traffic and public safety initiatives, 
as well as park improvements. Over the long term, 
with increased safety and accessibility, Safe Routes 
to Parks seeks to increase park usage and improve 
health and wellbeing for people of all ages, races, 
abilities, and income levels. 

To learn more, visit Safe Routes to Parks.

Everyone deserves 
safe and easy access 
to parks, but not 
all people and 
neighborhoods have 
that opportunity. 

“Safe Routes to Parks.” National Recreation and Parks 
Association. Accessed October 2020. https://www.nrpa.org/Safe-
Routes-To-Parks/.

Safe Park Zones, creating safe park zones for communities 
in illinois.Active Transportation Alliance. http://atpolicy.org/
wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Creating-a-Safe-Park-Zone-for-
Communities-in-Illinois-Active-Transportation-Alliance_BGW.pdf

See STRATEGIC 
PERSPECTIVES 
sidebar on   
facing page.

APPROACH

The Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan is subdivided into three volumes, consisting 
of five chapters, and supported by a series of appendices. The following is a summary of specific Plan 
elements:
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GOAL 1  EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF PARKS.  A balanced and diverse distribution of parkland 
and facilities throughout the City that serve the recreational needs of a diverse community constituency.

OBJECTIVES: 
	— 1.1: Assure an even geographic distribution of parks and recreation facilities to provide equitable access 

and opportunity for all of Pearland’s citizens.
	— 1.2: Plan for the recreation and open space needs of a community with evolving demographic character-

istics and interests.
	— 1.3: Ensure that Pearland’s parks and open space areas are designed and maintained to be safe and 

inclusive social gathering places within the community.
	— 1.4: Ensure that Pearland’s sports and athletic facilities fulfill the needs of area youth and remain pro-

grammatically competitive in order to continue to draw regional and state tournaments.

GOAL 2  RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR EVERYONE.  A diverse and equitable range of rec-
reational programs and activities for the enjoyment of Pearland residents.

OBJECTIVES: 
	— 2.1: Ensure that recreation programs meet the interests and needs of a variety of ages and abilities.
	— 2.2: Continue to provide, promote, and encourage the development of recreational programs and com-

munity events that provide access to a variety of cultural arts opportunities.

GOAL 3  SAFE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS.  Safe active transportation access from points of origin (e.g., 
neighborhoods and residential subdivisions) to key destinations (e.g., parks, schools, employment centers 
and commercial districts) throughout Pearland.

OBJECTIVES: 
	— 3.1: Ensure a safe and connected system of off-street pedestrian facilities (sidewalks and recreational 

trails) throughout Pearland and beyond.
	— 3.2: Improve vehicular and active transportation wayfinding legibility and access to Pearland’s parks and 

recreation facilities.

GOAL 4  DEVELOPMENT IN HARMONY WITH THE ENVIRONMENT.  Pearland’s built environ-
ment is in harmony with the resources and amenities that compose its natural environment.

OBJECTIVES: 
	— 4.1: Conserve, manage, restore, and enhance the ecological functions of Pearland’s biotic communities 

and green infrastructure systems.
	— 4.2: Preserve, maintain and enhance Pearland’s urban forest canopy as a significant amenity and natural 

resource.
	— 4.3: Promote Pearland’s unique natural resources.

GOAL 5  ACCOUNTABLE IMPLEMENTATION.  Fiscally sustainable and resilient operation, mainte-
nance, and administration of Pearland’s parks, recreational facilities, trails, and open space resources.

OBJECTIVES: 
	— 5.1: Evaluate a range of opportunities through which to fund improvements to Pearland’s parks system. 
	— 5.2:  Ensure that the Parks Department is fully equipped with the resources it needs to effectively operate 

and maintain Pearland’s parks, recreational facilities and programs, and open space resources.
	— 5.3: As a CAPRA-accredited agency, continue to optimize departmental best practices and resources to 

grow with the open space and recreational needs and aspirations of the community.

STRATEGIC PERSPECTIVES
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3.0  STRATEGIC PLAN 

Chapter 3.0, Strategic Plan, provides an Implementation Action Plan, regarding the prioritization of Master 
Plan strategies and recommendations. The  Implementation Action Plan, categorizes Plan recommendations 
in terms of ongoing, short-term (1-3 years), mid-term (3-10 years), and long-term (10+ years) strategies and 
actions. The Implementation Action Plan specifies the type of actions warranted, including whether the ac-
tion is considered a capital project (requires funding to complete); whether the action requires modifications 
to existing (or new) policies and programs; the principal, secondary, and tertiary Action Leaders required 
to take the lead on implementing the specific action; whether the action requires revisions or amendments 
to municipal regulations (Unified Development Code, Pearland Engineering Design Criteria Manual); and 
whether the action requires additional planning or design before it can be implemented. The Implementation 
Action Plan also includes order-of-magnitude costs associated with prioritized strategies and actions; all of 
which can be incorporated into the City of Pearland’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP).
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STRATEGY 1.1.1: Examine 
walking access to parks from each 
neighborhood and subdivision 
within the city.

X X PARD N/A

STRATEGY 1.1.2: Formulate a 
long-range parkland acquisition 
program.

X X PARD, 
PD N/A

STRATEGY 1.1.3: Prepare 
defensible criteria for the selection 
and acquisition of properties to 
serve as dedicated parkland.

X X
PARD, 
ISD, LD, 
CM

N/A

STRATEGY 1.1.4: Develop a 
community-based program through 
which homeowners associations 
and neighborhood groups can work 
with the City’s Parks Department to 
develop pocket parks.

X X X
PARD, 
ECP, CC, 
CM

N/A

STRATEGY 1.1.5: Partner with local 
Independent School Districts for the 
use of school recreational facilities 
after school hours.

X
PARD, 
ISD, LD, 
CM, CC

N/A

STRATEGY 1.1.6: Increase the 
amount of open, forested areas 
in Pearland by acquiring forested 
parcels and preserving existing 
city-owned parcels.

X X X X
PARD, 
LD, CM, 
CC

N/A

GOAL 1   EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF PARKS 
OBJECTIVE 1.1: Assure an even geographic distribution of parks and recreation facilities to provide 
equitable access and opportunity for all of Pearland’s residents.
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CC City Council
ECP Engineering and Capital Projects Department
ISD Independent School Districts
LD Legal Department
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BDD4 Brazoria Co. Drainage District No. 4
CC City Council
ECP Engineering and Capital Projects Department
ISD Independent School Districts
LD Legal Department
PARD Parks and Recreation Department
PEDC Pearland Economic Development Council
PD Planning Department

Table 3.1, GOAL 1  Implementation Action Plan 

STRATEGY 1.2.1: Ensure that the 
programming of parks and open 
spaces meets the diverse ethnic 
needs of the community.

X X X PARD TBD

Strategy 1.2.2: Consider developing 
an additional disc golf course. X X

PARD, 
LD, CM, 
CC

N/A

STRATEGY 1.2.3: Consider 
developing an extreme sports park 
somewhere in central Pearland.

X X X PARD, 
CM, CC TBD

STRATEGY 1.2.4: Develop 
an Adventure Playground for 
Pearland’s children.

X X PARD N/A

STRATEGY 1.2.5: Develop an 
Adventure Park recreational 
program and associated facilities 
for families, youth, and adults.

X X X PARD, 
CM, CC N/A

STRATEGY 1.2.6: Consider 
developing an indoor amateur 
sports facility in Pearland.

X X X
PEDC, 
PARD, 
CM, CC

TBD

STRATEGY 1.2.7: Where 
appropriate, retrofit existing parks 
with additional outdoor sand 
volleyball courts.

X X X PARD N/A

STRATEGY 1.2.8: Expand operating 
hours of park facilities and provide 
more flexibility in recreational 
programs.

X X X X X PARD TBD

OBJECTIVE 1.2: Plan for the recreation and open space needs of a community with evolving 
demographic characteristics and interest.

ORDER OF MAGNITUDE COSTS

In order to develop an improvement program for 
Pearland’s park and trail system and increase the 
level of service, development costs for remedial 
recommendations were compiled. Construction 
and material costs for current (2020) projects within 
Pearland and the Houston metropolitan area were 
used to determine order of magnitude (planning 
level) construction costs for the City’s network of 
parks and trails. Capital Improvement Project costs 
for future phases of parks (e.g., Independence Park 
and John Hargrove Environmental Complex) were 
also included.

See PRIMARY 
IMPROVEMENT 
PRIORITIES 
sidebar on  
facing page.

Remedial Recommendations for City Parks 

$3,122,300 
Remedial Recommendations for City Trails 

$973,725 
Trail Expansion Program 

$6,838,400 
Trailhead Improvements 

$6,644,150
Parks Capital Improvement Projects 

$24,486,000
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STRATEGY 1.1.2: Formulate a long-range parkland acquisition program.

STRATEGY 1.2.1: Ensure that the programming of parks and open spaces meets the diverse 
ethnic needs of the community.

STRATEGY 1.2.4: Develop an Adventure Playground for Pearland’s children.

STRATEGY 1.2.5: Develop an Adventure Park recreational program and associated facilities for 
families, youth, and adults.

STRATEGY 1.3.5: Implement the remedial recommendations identified within the Park Conditions 
Assessment.

STRATEGY 1.3.6: Implement landscape site work enhancement recommendations for Hunter 
Park.

STRATEGY 1.3.7: Implement Phase 2 landscape sitework improvements at Independence Park.

STRATEGY 1.3.8: Implement Phase 2 of JHEC Nature Trails.

STRATEGY 1.4.2: Develop dedicated soccer fields to serve Pearland’s soccer enthusiasts.

STRATEGY 3.1.1: Provide safe access to Pearland’s parks from adjacent neighborhoods through 
implementing crosswalk improvement standards at principal thoroughfare intersections.

STRATEGY 3.1.2: Ensure that the City’s trail system provides respite and refuge for its users.

STRATEGY 3.1.3: Develop a cost-effective and efficient program for providing lighting along 
primary trails and sidewalks.

STRATEGY 3.1.8: Develop a phased trail expansion program.

STRATEGY 3.2.2: To improve accessibility to trails and widened sidewalks, consider where 
additional trailheads may be located.

STRATEGY 4.1.4: Consider establishing an acquisition program for ecologically sensitive lands.

STRATEGY  4.2.2: Implement reforestation projects throughout the City of Pearland, including its 
parks and trails.

STRATEGY 4.2.4: Consider alternative tree species for streetscape enhancements.

STRATEGY 5.1.4: Continue to develop innovative fund-raising practices such as park and facility 
naming rights, to raise funds for park operations and maintenance.

STRATEGY 5.2.1: Ensure that the Parks Department is adequately staffed to carry out the Mission 
of the Department and the goals of this Master Plan.

STRATEGY 5.2.4: Consider developing a park asset replacement schedule.

The following list of improvements reflect the City’s highest priority projects, meaning they should be planned 
for incorporation into the annual capital budgeting process. As this plan matures, each of these projects 
will be further divided into individual projects with their requisite priorities. Based on the prioritization exer-
cise conducted with the Pearland Parks and Recreation Department, the TOP 20 priority improvements to 
Pearland’s system of parks and recreation facilities include the following:

PRIMARY IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES
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5.0  NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The needs assessments carried out in Chapter 5.0 help determine the adequacy of Pearland’s parks, 
recreation and open space system and identify gaps in parks service areas, facilities, and recreational pro-
gramming. This needs assessment utilized five types of assessments – demand-based, standards-based, 
operations-based, condition-based, and resource-based – to describe the system’s as well as the commu-
nity’s needs regarding the parks and open spaces in Pearland.

4.0  PEARLAND PARKS TODAY 

The Master Plan’s fourth chapter, Pearland Parks Today, provides a snapshot of existing conditions, with 
respect to the distribution of PARD-administered assets: parklands, recreational facilities, sports / athlet-
ic fields, trails, and open space resources; as well as parks administered by homeowners associations 
(HOAs). Utilizing the National Recreation and Parks Association’s (NRPA) parks classification system, 
parks are identified and categorized (based on type); recreational assets are summarized, and facilities 
inventoried. To provide a baseline for subsequent assessments, NRPA facilities and equipment standards 
are outlined. Recreational programs administered by the PARD are inventoried. Importantly, PARD admin-
istration, operations and maintenance activities are summarized. 

VOLUME 2
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4.0  PEARLAND PARKS TODAY
Active Recreation
Passive Recreation
Water Recreation
Miscellaneous

Park Inventory
Determining the degree to which the City’s park sys-
tem meets the needs and preferences of residents 
requires a detailed understanding of the quantity 
and distribution of park property, recreation facili-
ties, and recreational programs owned and main-
tained by the City. Maintaining and evaluating a cur-
rent inventory of park system assets helps to define 
the effort and cost needed for system-wide opera-
tions and maintenance and is a key component of 
the park planning process. Table 4.1, Existing Park 
and Facility Summary Inventory, illustrates that the 
City owns and operates 26 total parks and facilities 
that exceed 546 acres. A summary inventory of city 
parks by classification and other major recreational 
amenities is provided on pages 4.6, and Figure 4.1, 
Existing Park and Facility Amenities Breakdown, on 
this page, quickly illustrates how much of each type 
of amenity is provided in the City’s park system. A 
detailed inventory of park and facility amenities is 
provided in Appendix D, Existing Park and Facility 
Detailed Inventory. 

The City’s park system is also supported by ap-
proximately 1,417 acres of subdivision and home 
owner associations (HOA) parks, facilities, golf 
courses and trails. Additionally, Pearland Indepen-
dent School District (ISD), Alvin ISD and Pasadena 
ISD provide recreational amenities such as play-
scapes, sports courts and fields, and walking tracks 
and trails which are available to the public. A break-
down of parkland ownership citywide is illustrated 
in Figure 4.2, Parkland Ownership. The discussion 
of HOA and ISD parks, facilities and amenities is on 
pages 4.18 through 4.25. 

Park Profiles
“Park Profiles” for each of Pearland’s 26 parks and 
facilities is presented on pages 4.8 to 4.17. The 
Park Profiles breaks down the existing conditions 
and help determine priorities within the park system 
and provides a thorough understanding of issues 
and opportunities at each park. 
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31%
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54%
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15%
27%

38%
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Figure 4.1, Existing Park and Facility Amenities 
Breakdown

Figure 4.2, Parkland Ownership

City-Owned:
546.9 acres

Subdivisions: 
1,418.3 acres

ISD: 
968.5 acres
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Facilities
1 Delores Fenwick Nature Center (JHEC2) p. 2.8 9.4 X X X X X
2 Melvin Knapp Activity Center p. 2.8 1.1 X X X
3 Recreation Center and Natatorium p. 2.8 7.4 X X X X X
4 Westside Event Center1 p. 2.9 - 1 X X X

Community Parks
1 Centennial Park3 p. 2.9 80.4 X X X X X X X X X
2 Heritage Plaza p. 2.10 1.6 X X
3 Hunter Park4 p. 2.10 2.5 X
4 Independence Park p. 2.11 88.3 X X X X X X X X
5 Southdown Park p. 2.11 13.4 X X X X X X X X X
6 Zychlinski Park p. 2.12 1.2 X X X X

Neighborhood Parks
1 Aaron Pasternak Memorial Park p. 2.12 1.4 X X
2 Corrigan Park p. 2.12 1.5 X X X
3 Creekside Park p. 2.13 1.6 X X
4 Cypress Village Park p. 2.13 3.4 X X X
5 Hyde Park p. 2.13 1.3 X X X
6 Pine Hollow Park p. 2.14 1.1 X X X X
7 South Gate Park p. 2.14 4.5 X X X
8 Woody Street Park p. 2.14 5.0 X X X
9 Woodcreek Park p. 2.15 3.4 X X

Athletic Complexes
1 Centennial Park3 p. 2.9  - 3 X X X X X X X X X
2 Hickory Slough Sportsplex p. 2.15 64.2 X X X
3 The Sports Complex at Shadow Creek Ranch p. 2.16 91.4 X X X X X X X X
4 Veterans Sports Complex p. 2.16 23.2 X X

Trails and Natural Spaces
1 Edible Fruit Trail p. 2.16 10.3 X X
2 Hunter Park4 p. 2.10  - 4 X
3 Old Settler's Cemetery p. 2.17 5.1
4 Shadow Creek Ranch Nature Trail p. 2.17 41.5 X X
5 Trails at JHEC2 p. 2.17 82.6 X

Table 4.2, Existing Park and Recreation Facility Summary Inventory

26 Total Parks and Recreation Facilities 546.9 Total Acres

Park Classifications
Community Park
Neighborhood Park
Linear Park or Trails and Natural Spaces
Special Use

C
N
L
S

1 Westside Event Center is located within Southdown Park, see acreage for Southdown Park.
2 JHEC stands for John Hargrove Environmental Complex.
3 Centennial Park is defined as a “Community” park and an “Athletic Complex” and is repeated in the table.
4 Hunter Park is defined as a “Community” park and a “Trail and Natural Space” and is repeated in the table.4.3 CITY OF PEARLAND  |  PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN VOLUME 2, Chapter 4.0 4.4
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5.0  NEEDS ASSESSMENT

“Bicycle motorcross track.”

“Everywhere.”

“More pools.”

“Boating.”

“More shade 
trees for walking.” “Quarterly event with food vendors, activities 

for children, small business showcase, art/craft 
shows, farmers markets, yoga classes,etc.”

“Outdoor swimming pool.”

“Farmer’s Market.”

“A music venue similar to the Smart 
Financial Center. Good music and a 
variety of concerts in a close proximity.”

“Outdoor exercise sessions in shaded areas.”

“Running trails that include shade, 
water fountains, restrooms, park-
ing and good surfaces to run on.”

“More fishing.”

“Sand volleyball.”

“BMX track 
and bike 
stake park.”

“Public performance area in East Side Pearland.” 

“More disc golf courses.” 

“Nerf wars for kids.”

Lack of water.

Don’t know where they are.

Lack of picnic facilities.

Safety concerns.

Don’t know what’s there.

Lack of facilities.

Condition of existing facilities/equipment.

Do not like the facilities offered.

Too far away.

Lack of adequate restrooms.

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

What programs that you or members of 
your household are interested in:

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60% Over 55 percent of the respondents 
said that they were interested in 
outdoor adventure programs.

55%
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The most frequently cited reasons 
for not utilizing City of Pearland 
parks by survey respondents were, 
lack of adequate restrooms (28 
percent of the responses to this 
question), distance to the park (27 
percent of the responses to this 
question), and not finding facilities 
that they liked at the parks (26 per-
cent of responses to this question). 
As described in Figure 5.5, another 
22 percent of the respondents also 
cited the condition of existing facili-
ties as a reason for not utilizing the 
City’s parks. 

Lack of water.

Don’t know where they are.

Lack of picnic facilities.

Safety concerns.

Don’t know what’s there.

Lack of facilities.

Condition of existing facilities/equipment.

Do not like the facilities offered.

Too far away.

Lack of adequate restrooms.

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

If you DO NOT utilize the City's parks, 
please select your reasons why:

Figure 5.5, Reasons for Not Utilizing City of Pearland’s Parks 

Figure 5.6, Demand for Facilities, Activities, and Programs Not Currently Offered in Pearland

Figure 5.6 indicates the facilities, activities and programs not offered by the City that survey respondents 
would like to have in Pearland’s parks system. The word cloud is an illustration of responses to this ques-
tion. Refer to Appendix B, Survey Results for the full list of parks, recreation or culture activities that respon-
dents would like to see offered in Pearland. 

27%
26%

28%

The type of recreational programming 
that survey respondents were most 
interested in was outdoor recreational 
programming followed by family-orient-
ed programs, and outdoor educational 
programs. Specifically, as described 
in Figure 5.7, over 55 percent of the 
respondents said that they were inter-
ested in outdoor adventure programs; 
51 percent of survey respondents said 
they were interested in family-oriented 
programs, and 49 percent said they 
were interested in outdoor educational 
programs. Other programs that were 
mentioned by over 40 percent of the 
respondents were sports programs, 
arts and crafts and youth programs.

Figure 5.7, Interest in Recreational Programming

Figure 5.8, Importance of Parks Planning, Development, and Improvement

Survey respondents were asked to rate the importance of specific actions that may be undertaken by the 
PARD to plan, develop, and improve the parks system in Pearland as ‘Important,’ ‘No Opinion,’ or ‘Not 
Important.’ Figure 5.8, illustrates a weighted average of the responses to this question with equal weights 
assigned to the response categories previously mentioned. The most important PARD action identified 
by survey respondents was the improvement and enhancement of the maintenance activities undertaken 
by PARD. The second most important PARD action was preservation of environmentally sensitive areas; 
followed by renovating existing neighborhood parks as the third most important action. The three least im-
portant PARD actions were, increasing the number of athletic facilities, renovating existing athletic facilities, 
and developing additional indoor recreational space. 

 

Increase number of athletic facilities (soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.).

Renovate existing athletic facilities (soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.)

Develop additional indoor recreation space.

Work to increase the diversity of recreational programming/events within parks.

Develop water parks (facility with splash pad, swimming pool, etc.)

Partner with the school district to provide mutually beneficial facilities and programs.

Provide parks and amenities that can be used by people with disabilities.

Develop additional walking and biking trails.

Renovate existing neighborhood parks, playgrounds, shelters, parking, etc.

Work to preserve environmentally sensitive areas.

Improve and enhance maintenance of park facilities.

The most important PARD action 
identified was the improvement and 
enhancement of the maintenance 
activities undertaken by PARD.

Lack of water.

Don’t know where they are.

Lack of picnic facilities.

Safety concerns.

Don’t know what’s there.

Lack of facilities.

Condition of existing facilities/equipment.

Do not like the facilities offered.

Too far away.

Lack of adequate restrooms.

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

Most important actions the Parks and 
Recreation Department could take.

See NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT 
sidebar on  
facing page.
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The overall score for Pearland’s parks 
system is 1.3, good condition.

0

very good good fair poor very poor

1 2 3 4

The total acreage in the parks 
system is 1,972 acres, which 
translates to 16.7 acres of park-
land for every 1,000 residents in 
Pearland.

Key natural resources such as 
Mary’s Creek Corridor and Clear 
Creek Corridor can provide ad-
ditional recreational and outdoor 
activities to Pearland’s neigh-
borhoods through trail and open 
space development. 

The operations-based assessment re-
veals that the PARD’s total operating 
budget has not varied by more than 
five percent over the past five years. 

Paved Multi-use Trails

Grills / BBQ Pits

Playgrounds

Fishing

Shade Trees

Gazebo

Community Gardens

Dog Park

Nature Trails

Bike Facilities

Identify your TOP 10 park 
facilities/elements:

According to survey respondents, facilities that were among 
the most favored elements in parks were bicycling facilities, 
nature trails, and dog parks.

10ADOPTED January 11, 2021 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DEMAND

Based on resident and stakeholder 
input to determine actual and antici-
pated parks system usage.

“ ”

RESOURCE

Considers unique or prominent physical 
features and natural resources, and pre-ex-
isting local or regional initiatives, that may 
be leveraged to provide enhanced recre-
ational opportunities.	

CONDITION

Identifies the need for improvements 
to City-owned parks and facilities in 
Pearland.

OPERATIONS

Determines the budgetary, operating, 
and maintenance needs of the Parks 
and Recreation Department to provide 
an optimal mix of facilities and ser-
vices to community members within 
resource (capital, other) thresholds.

STANDARDS

Refers to level of service (distribution 
of parks, facilities, and recreational 
programs) and condition of Pearland’s 
parks and facilities.
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The following is a summary of public engagement activities through the course of developing the City of Pearland’s 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan:

Stakeholder Meetings  
5-28-2019 

Public Survey Closes 
12-18-2019 

City Staff Meeting No.1 
6-13-2019 

City Staff Meeting No. 4
1-09-2020

Parks Board (CAC) Meeting No. 1
6-13-2019 

Parks Board (CAC) Meeting No. 3
1-09-2020

Public Survey Opens
7-8-2019 

Parks Board (CAC) Meeting No. 4
4-04-2020

City Staff Meeting No. 2
7-08-2019 

City Council Meeting No. 1
7-08-2019 

Parks Board (CAC) Virtual Meeting No. 5
8-13-2020

Parks Board (CAC) Virtual Meeting No. 6
11-12-2020

Public Open House Meeting No. 1
7-09-2019 

City Council Meeting No. 3
TBD

Public Open House Meeting No. 2
8-14-2019 

City Staff Meeting No. 3
9-12-2019 

Parks Board (CAC) Meeting No. 2
9-12-2019 

Adoption Hearing 
TBD

PB

PB

PB

LS Listening Session Meetings  
8-28-2019 
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Introduction
The condition of existing parks, recreation facilities, 
buildings, equipment, and other improvements is 
extremely important relative to the perceived and 
actual quality of a community’s parks and recre-
ation system. The quality appearance and mainte-
nance of the park system contributes to the image 
of the community and the perception of its livability. 
It is therefore essential for the City to maintain its 
facilities in quality repair and provide diligent care 
of its grounds and improvements.

Concurrent with the development of this Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan, a con-
ditions assessment was performed on Pearland’s 
parks system. The actual Park Conditions Assess-
ment sheets for each of Pearland’s parks are in-
cluded within Appendix B, Park Conditions Assess-
ment. The averaged scores are displayed in Table 
1, Park Conditions Assessment. The respective 
scoring categories are as follows:

1. Turf
2. Plantings and Trees
3. Irrigation
4. Parking
5. Sidewalks and Trails
6. Basketball Nets and Playing Surfaces
7. Tennis Courts, Fencing and Nets
8. Park Accessibility
9. Park Amenities (Benches, Grills, Sheltered/Un-

sheltered Picnic Tables)
10. Play Equipment
11. Buildings, Shelters, and Pavilions
12. Playing Fields and Equipment
13. Signage (On-Site Regulatory and Wayfinding)
14. Fencing
15. Lighting

The scores for each facility or improvement range 
from zero (0) to four (4), with zero representing 
the improvements that are in the best condition.  A 
ranking of four is for those buildings, facilities, and/
or improvements that are in very poor condition and 
therefore, warrant replacement, rehabilitation, or 
reconstruction. The scores of one, two, and three 
represent varying levels of condition.

Condition Scale

Where applicable, there is also an indication of im-
provements that do not exist in some parks.  For 
each park there was a tabulation of the scores, di-
vided by the total number scored. The composite 
score indicates the overall condition of the park, 
and in turn, provides a means to compare the con-
dition of each park relative to others in the parks 
and recreation system. This information is valuable 
to determine City-wide priorities, and more specifi-
cally, to determine what improvements are warrant-
ed at each park. In general, the park system is in 
very good condition and received an overall score 
of  1.3  .

A brief overview of the condition assessment find-
ings is summarized on the following pages.

0

very good good fair poor very poor

1 2 3 4

Appendix  E  PARK CONDITIONS
                      ASSESSMENT

Getting to know you: Do you live in the City of Pearland?
Answer Choices

Yes, I am a full-time resident. 89.07% 644
Yes, I am a seasonal resident. 0.41% 3
No, I am not a resident. 10.37% 75
I am a property owner but do not reside here. 0.14% 1

Answered 723
Skipped 3

Responses

Yes, I am a full-
time resident.

Yes, I am a
seasonal resident.

No, I am not a
resident.

I am a property
owner but do not

reside here.

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%
90.00%

100.00%

Getting to know you: Do you live in the 
City of Pearland?

Responses
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Appendix  B  COMMUNITY SURVEY 
                      RESULTS

APPENDIX F

Appendix  F  PEDESTRIAN 
                      LEVEL OF SERVICE
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Pedestrian Level of Service
Pedestrian Level of Service (PLOS) is divided into four main categories: Comfort, Safety, Ease of Mobility 
and Convenience. Each category plays an integral role in the overall use-ability of a trail system. Pedes-
trians may initially overlook one or more categories while using a trail, but the overall effectiveness will 
likely not be achieved. In time, the trail may not live up to its full potential as pedestrians look for alternative 
means by which to get from Point A to Point B, while the trails do not get used.

is another sign that the user’s comfort is being ad-
dressed.

Shade in the form of naturally growing trees or over-
head pavilions provides relief from solar exposure 
and sweltering heat. Temporary relief from the sun 
can give the user time to recuperate and continue 
along the trail. 

Full rest stations and trailheads with associated 
amenities can provide longer stopping points than 
the short relief given by trees and pavilions. Rest 
stations with seating, drinking fountains, restrooms 
and bicycle racks will encourage the trail user to 
stop and rest before continuing. Trailheads are an 
indicator of a trail’s point of origin. 

Safety
The second major category used for evaluating pe-
destrian level of service is safety. As use of the trail 
system is an outdoor activity, many precautions are 
taken to ensure the user’s personal safety is not 
threatened. Since usage of the trails is not limited to 
the daytime only, proper lighting should be provided 
for the safety of users during evening hours. Light-
ing also serves as a wayfinding device as its place-
ment can provide visual cues for users regarding 
the path to be taken.

A trail system may not always relegated to more 
remote areas and separated from vehicular traffic. 
Trails are oftentimes combined with sidewalks and 
are located adjacent to the edge of a thoroughfare. 
If possible, pedestrians and bicyclists should not 
share the same travel lane with vehicles. Physical 
barriers can be placed between pedestrian ways 
and vehicle lanes to increase safety. Trees, bollards 
and space enhancers such as grass strips are ex-
amples of safety barriers. 

Comfort
A trail’s comfort level can be described as its abil-
ity to attract users by offering them amenities that 
maintain the user’s comfort level while using the 
trail. The trail’s surface material is an important 
item as it is the element that is used the most. A 
concrete trail offers a flat and smooth walking or 
running surface that is easy to maintain, ensures a 
long lifespan, yet is hard on the human body when 
frequently used for running. Mothers pushing stroll-
ers find concrete trails to be easier to use, but jog-
gers typically do not, as running on a concrete trail 
is conducive to shin splints. A decomposed granite 
trail on the other hand, offers a smoother running 
and bicycling surface yet is difficult to use when 
pushing a stroller. Maintenance is also a challenge 
as loose decomposed granite migrates about af-
ter continuous use or by heavy gusts of wind, or 
rain storm. Over time, routine replacement of the 
decomposed granite may become cost prohibitive. 
The most effective trail system minimizes all short-
comings by balancing their uses or having a combi-
nation of surfaces.

The trail’s slope gradient is an important factor 
when considering inclusivity and use for all age 
groups, including those with disabilities. Physically 
and visually impaired users may find a trail difficult 
to use if there are sharp grade changes. On the 
other hand, the slope cannot be totally flat as the 
trail may tend to collect water during a storm event.   

Maintenance of a trail system is important as it im-
pacts use and trail longevity. A clean surface free 
of overgrown grass and noxious weeds will attract 
users. Overhanging tree limbs that are pruned back 
away from bicyclists should also be a routine main-
tenance consideration. Repairs to cracked con-
crete and replacement of lost decomposed granite 
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Appendix  C  COMMUNITY TAPESTRY 
                      SEGMENTATION

Esri’s Tapestry™ Segmentation platform is a mar-
ket segmentation system designed to identify con-
sumer markets in the United States, incorporates 
the effects of growth and decline in the last decade 
on established consumer markets plus the emer-
gence of new markets populated by the Millennials 
and immigrants. Reflecting the increasing diversity 
among American consumers, Tapestry includes 67 
distinct market segments and 14 summary groups.

Tapestry is a geodemographic segmentation sys-
tem that integrates consumer traits with residen-
tial characteristics to identify markets and classify 
US neighborhoods. Neighborhoods with the most 
similar characteristics are grouped together, while-
neighborhoods with divergent characteristics are 
separated. Internally homogenous, externally het-
erogeneous market segments depict consumers' 
lifestyles and lifestages. Tapestry Segmentation 
combines the "who" of lifestyle demography with 
the "where" of local geography to create a classi-
fication model with 67 distinct, behavioral market 
segments.

The top 10 Tapestry segments, which, in aggre-
gate, comprise 96 percent of Pearland’s population, 
are summarized within Chapter 1, Introduction. The 
geographic location’s of the Tapestry segments are 
illustrated on Map 1, Community Tapestry Segmen-
tation, below. Apprendix B, Community Tapestry 
Segmentation, provides a more in-depth, detailed 
review of each Tapestry segment, and provides the 

following demographic and psychographic informa-
tion:

 — Median Age
 — Race and Ethnicity
 — Income and Net Worth
 — Average Household Budget Indax
 — Occupation by Earnings
 — Market Profile
 — Housing
 — Population Characteristics
 — ESRI Indexes
 — Segment Density

Tapestry Segmentation combines the traditional 
with the latest data mining techniques to provide a 
robust and compelling segmentation of US neigh-
borhoods. Esri developed and incorporated these 
data mining techniques to enhance traditional 
methods to work with large, geodemographic da-
tabases. Robust methods are less susceptible to 
extreme values or outliers, and, therefore, crucial to 
small-area analysis. The traditional cluster analysis 
method has a long track record in developing mar-
ket segmentation systems. Complementary use 
of data mining techniques and implementation of 
robust methods enhance the effectiveness of tradi-
tional statistical methodology in developing the next 
generation of Tapestry.1

1   Esri, June 2019. Methodology Statement: 2019 Esri Tapestry 
Segmentation. An Esri White Paper.
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Appendix  G  INDOOR AMATEUR 
                      SPORTS FACILITY 
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Appendix  D  PARK FACILITIES 
                      INVENTORY

Park Veterans Sports Complex Hickory Slough Sportsplex
The Sports Complex

at SCR
Delores Fenwick Nature 

Center at JHEC Centennial Park Independence Park Southdown Park Woodcreek Park Woody Street Park Cypress Village Park Corrigan Park Hyde Park Pine Hollow Park Creekside Park
Aaron Pasternak 
Memorial Park Zychlinkski Park

Shadow Creek Ranch 
Nature Trail Southgate Park Heritage Plaza Hunter Park Old Settler's Cemetery Trails at JHEC Edible Fruit Trail

Amphitheater / Performance Stage 1 1
Baseball / Softball Field 1 / 1 4 / 4 0 / 6
Lighted Y 8 6
Backstop Y 8 6 1
Batting Cage 4
Bleachers, Covered
Bleachers, Uncovered 4 16 12 11
Dugout 4 16 12
Press Box 2
Scoreboard 2 4
Basketball Goals 6 (3 courts) 4 (2 courts) 1 (half court) 1 (half court) 1 (1 court)
Covered/Indoor Y
Lighting Y Y
Barbecue Grill 3 11 3 1 1 1 1 1
Bench 4 38 8 8 2 3 3 4 4 2 2 8 4 3 2
Shade Structure Y Y Y 10 11 2 1 1 Y
Bicycle Rack Y Y Y (3) Y Y
Concessions Y Y Y Y
Detention Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Dog Park Y 1
Dog Waste Receptacle Y Y Y Y Y
Disc Golf Course Y (9-hole)
Exercise Course Y
Fencing Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Gates, Lockable Y Y
Field House
Flagpole 2 2 3 3
Football Field Y
Formal
Unmarked 4 1
Goals 4 2
Garden, Flower Y
Garden, Vegetable
Irrigation Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Lighting, General Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Paths Y Y Y Y Y
Pavilion Y Y Y 1 1 Y
Playground Y Y
Lighting, Security Y
Maintenance Building / Shed Y Y Y Y
Monument Y Y Y 1 3 1 1 Y 1

Multi-use Trail (miles) Y (0.7 miles) (See Trail at JHEC) Y (1.6 miles) Y (1.0 miles) Y (0.8 miles) Y (0.2 miles) Y (0.4 miles) Y (0.4 miles)
Y (0.05 mi, connects to 

Woody Street trail) Y (0.1 mi)  Y (0.1 mi)

Y (0.07 mi trail along 
Mary's Creek, connects to 

Independence Park) Y (0.3 mi) Y (0.9 mi)

Y (0.3 mi, access to 
Pearland Town Center 

trails) Y (1.5 mi)
Y (0.4 mi, a part of the 

Mary's Creek trail system)
Nature Area/Wetland Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Open Play Area Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Parking, Total 300 406 308 28 329 104 91 Y 48 28
Striping Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Handicapped Spaces Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Parking, Unimproved 12
Parking, On-street
Parking, Boat Trailer
Picnic Pavilion (large) 1 3 1
Picnic Pavilion (small) 1 1 1 1
Picnic Table 10 24 4 36 19 9 2 1 1 5 5 1 3 3 2 6
Shade Structure Y Y Y 10 11 2 1 2 1
Playground Y (2) Y (2) Y (2) Y (2) Y Y Y (2) Y (1) Y (2) Y (2) 1 Y (1) Y (1) Y (2)
Shade Structure 1 Y Y (2) Y Y Y
Slide 3 3 3 4 2 5 3 6 5 3 2 3 3
Swings 4 8 2 4 2 3 2 4 2 3
Accessible Swing 1
Swing (toddler) 4 2 1 2 2 2 2
Tot Lot Y Y 1 Y Y
Climbing Wall 2 Y
Climbing Net 2 Y
Merry-go-round 1 1
Spring-loaded Animal 2 1 1
Practice / Multi-Purpose Field Y 2 3 1
Recreation Center
Restrooms Y Y Y Y Y (2) Y (2) 1
Portable
Sidewalk, perimeter Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Sign/entrance Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Interpretive 10 Y Y Y Y
Landscaping Y Y
Rules/Etiquette Y Y Y Y 1 Y Y
Off-site/Directional Y Y
On-site/Directional Y Y
Soccer Field 4 3
Formal 4
Unmarked
Goals 2 18 2 8
Lacrosse Goals 9
Splash Pad 1 1
Swimming Pool
Tennis Court 4 4
Lighting Y Y
Trailhead 2 Y Y
Trees (shade) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Volleyball Court 2 1
Waste Receptacles Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Dumpster 2 1 Y
Trash Cans 12 40 28 5 2 2 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 2 2 1 3 3
Recycling Bin 2 8 8 5 2 1 1 1 3 3
Water Fountain Y Y Y Y Y Y (2) Y Y Y (2) 1 1 1 1

National Park Service 

Federal Lands to Parks
The Federal Lands-to-Parks (FLP) enables states 
and local governments to establish park and recre-
ation areas and adapt historic buildings for public 
uses. Through FLP, state and local agencies may 
acquire land and facilities once used for federal 
purposes at no cost to meet park and recreation 
needs. 

 — Information about the program is available at: 
https://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/flp/index.
htm

 — Community Development Block Grant Pro-
gram (CDBG): http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/
HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/
communitydevelopment/programs

 — Entitlement Communities Grant: https://www.
hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg-entitlement/

 — Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program: https://
www.hudexchange.info/programs/section-108/

Land and Water Conservation Fund
The Land and Water Conservation Fund was en-
acted in 1964 (Public Law 88-578) to “create and 
maintain a nationwide legacy of high quality recre-
ation areas and facilities.” LWCF provides funding 
for: (1) land acquisition for federal land managing 
agencies; and (2) matching grants to state and lo-
cal governments for planning (states only), acquisi-
tion and development of park and recreation areas 
and resource based facilities. Specifics for federal 
land acquisition projects are determined each fis-
cal year by Congress and the Administration. Of 
the amounts appropriated in any given fiscal year 
for the state grants program, 40 percent is divided 
equally between states and 60 percent is allocated 
to the states by a population/need-based formula. 

A list of state contacts is available at: 
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/lwcf/contact_
list.html

All state and local grants require at least a 50 per-
cent match by the non-federal partner. The grantee 
assumes all operation and maintenance costs in 
perpetuity. 

Information about the program is available at: 
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/lwcf/fed_state.
html

 — Local Parks Urban Outdoor Recreation 
 ▪ $1 Million
 ▪ October 6, 2016

 — Local Parks Non-Urban Outdoor Recreation 
 ▪ $500,000
 ▪ October 1, 2016

 — Local Parks Small Community Recreation 
 ▪ $75,000
 ▪ October 1, 2016

 — Local Parks Urban Indoor Recreation 
 ▪ $1 Million 
 ▪ October 1, 2016

 — Local Parks Non-Urban Indoor Recreation 
 ▪ $750,000 
 ▪ October 1, 2016

 — Community Outdoor Outreach Program 
 ▪ $50,000 
 ▪ February 1, 2017

 
 — Recreational Trails 

 ▪ $200,000
 ▪ February 1, 2017
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The Master Plan includes several appendices that are referenced throughout the plan.

Appendix E, Park Conditions Assessment

Appendix B, Community Survey Results

Appendix C, Community Tapestry Segmentation

Appendix D, Parks Facilities Inventory

Appendix F, Pedestrian Level of Service (Trails)

Appendix G, Indoor Amateur Sports Facility

Appendix H, Funding for Implementation

Appendix A, Public Engagement
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The 2020 Pearland Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan 
represents an ambitious yet achievable undertaking to broaden the provision of parks and 
recreational opportunities for a growing and increasingly diverse constituency. Through 
thoughtful tactical and strategic planning the Parks and Recreation Department, with the 
unwavering support of its partner departments and allied agencies, the City’s elected and 
appointed officials, and most importantly, an informed and engaged citizenry, the major-
ity of this Plan’s strategies and recommendations can be accomplished within a five to 
seven-year timeframe. This will require all parties to be, “on the same page,” in working 
together to achieve key social, environmental, economic, and health-related outcomes, 
all of which will enhance quality of life and improve the economic well-being of Pearland’s 
residents.

The hallmark of all world-class cities is a robust and diverse system of parks, urban pla-
zas, and open spaces which are woven together through a network of active transporta-
tion corridors that connect people to the places where the live, work, and play. Through 
the implementation of the provisions of this Master Plan, the City of Pearland can achieve 
the recognition it deserves – a city within a park – and a place that people are proud to 
call home.
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