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INTRODUCTION

When complete, the Clear Creek Trail will span more than 21 miles across three counties and
two cities. This Master Plan further defines the long-term vision for a continuous trail along
Clear Creek as an alternative mobility option paralleling Beltway 8 and a signature quality
of life amenity. Spanning west 10 east from FM 521 to Dixie Farm Road, the trail will provide
access free from street crossings and connect Shadow Creek Sports Complex, Lower Kirby
District, vy Park, State Mighway 288 Corridor, Tom Bass Park, State Highway 35 Corridor, UHCL
Pearland campus, and El Franco Lee Park, in addition to countless other community amenities,
employment centers, retail establishments, restaurants, multiple neighborhood trail systems
and major roadways. Additionally, the trail will connect to many existing and planned mixed-use
tratls and sidewalks along the major north-south corridors it traverses, leveraging those systems
to connhect to additional destinations. Compileting the trail would leverage the eight and a half
mites of the Clear Creek Trail that is either already constructed, under construction or funded
and under design as described in this plan.

The main impetus for taking the step to develop this detailed master plan was the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) announcement in July 2018 that it has allocated $295 million to
fund drainage improvements to the Clear Creek Watershed. The improvements will include
widening of Clear Creek from Dixie Farm to SH 288 and the creation of in-line detention areas
along the creek,

As the USACE, in partnership with Harris County Flood Control, begins engineering design on
the widening and detention areas from Dixie Farm Road to SH 288, the Clear Creek Trail Master
Plan (CCTMP) outlines appropriate locations for trails and related amenities, so they may either
be incorporated into USACE’s design or have space reserved for such improvements from SH
288 to Dixie Farm Road. Taking advantage of the work already being completed by the USACE
will allow for the coordination of the grading, ROW acqguisition and an environmental study
to significantly reduce the monetary reguirements on future trail/mobility projects within the
corridor.

One of the key purposes of this planning effort was to engage all key stakeholders in the
jurisdictions that would benefit from the improvements. The Clear Creek Trail will connect
neighborhoods alf along the 21 mile trail to the multiple employment centers located in southern
Harris and northern Brazoria Counties including along Beltway 8, the State Highway 288 and
35 corridors, and the Lower Kirby District. This plan is also an extension of multiple recreation
initiatives for increased access to parks, trails and greenspace throughout the region.

Stakeholders include the City of Pearland, Harris County Precinct 1, Harris County Flood Control
District (HCFC), Brazoria County Drainage District No. 4 and the Houston Parks Board. Through
coordination with these stakeholders, the trail system will connect pedestrians to parks,
employment centers and amenities throughout the surrounding areas. Moreover, the trall system
will have the ability to serve more than 220,000 residents who live in the vicinity of Clear Creek
and surrounding area.

The trail system is intended to be built in segments. As of today, the City of Pearland has
constructed/designed eight and half of the 21 miles of trails described herein. The By the
Numbers section shows a breakdown of the trall lengths by jurisdiction. The west end of the
trail, although not within the scope of the USACE project, already has significant portions of the
trail built between FM 521 and SH 288. Also on the east side from Pearland Parkway to Green Tee
subdivision, additional trail segments have been constructed or are funded and under design.

This plan shares similar goals of the Houston Parks Board’s Bayou Greenways 2020 initiative to
utilize waterways as multi-purpose infrastructure that includes greenspace and trails to connect
neighborhoods and communities to each other. The Houston Parks Board has included portions
of Clear Creek as part of the regional bayou improvement projects they have already designed
and constructed. The Board has purchased property along the north side of the creek between
Peartand Parkway and Cullen.

The National Parks Service recognizes many key benefits of trails, such as preserving open
spaces for affordable recreation and providing opportunities for non-motorized transportation,
and access for diverse populations to natural areas. Trails are also recognized as amenities that
enhance nearby properties and raise home values from 1-6.5%. Among many more benefits,
they also offer the opportunity to meet and interact with neighbors and provide a sense of place
and community pride.

The 2007 Pearland Traill Master Plan for Pearland Parks & Recreation stated that trails lead to
healthier communities, and provide access to amenities that increase levels of physical activity;
therefore, Clear Creek was identified as a primary trail corridor that could provide a community-
wide tratl network for the city. The city’'s updated 2015 Parks and Recreation Master Plan also
siresses the need for residents to have access to trails for foot or bike traffic to provide linkages
across the City of Pearland.

Also, the Pearland 20/20 Economic Development Strategic Plan identifies nine areas to improve
the city's economy and sustainability. One of those nine strategies is to make Pearland a more
cultural and recreational destination. The Clear Creek Trail would provide a signature recreational
amenity to the city’s parks and tratls systems. The Pearland Economic Development Corporation
funded the Clear Creek Trail Master Plan.

The CCTMP provides direction for, and coordination of, investment in both infrastructure and
amentties and allows for more efficient planning of facilities and related expenditures. Having
comprehensive plans and focusing on connectivity, both within the community and to the region,
ensures coordination between the mulitiple jurisdictions in the Clear Creek watershed.
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CLEAR CREEK TRAIL
BY THE NUMBERS

The continuation of the Clear Creek Trail will enhance conneciions
throuchout the region connecting not only communifies and
people to parks, commercial centers, civic centers, schools and
sublic transportation,

Clear Creek Trail
21 TOTAL MILES

Existing
6 MILES

In Construction/Design
2.5 MILES

Planned Trail Extension
12.5 MILES

While benefits of the trail will be enjoyed by all the surrounding communities,
the following outlines where the trail may be located by County, City, Drainage
District or City ETJ as recommended in this plan. The location of the trail was
determined by many factors to increase access and feasibility of construction.

COUNTIES

Harris County _ 14.6 mi
Brazoria County - 6.0 mi

Fort Bend County '0.3 mi
Galveston County ' 0.1 mi

CITIES/ ETJ

Houston - 8.7 mi

Friendswood '0.1 mi

The 21-mile trail as proposed is in one the following cities or its extra territorial

jurisdiction (ETJ).

Homes -
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CLEAR CREEK TRAIL
SEGMENTS OVERVIEW

The Clear Creek Trail has been divided into five segments based on the
existing physical boundaries, such as major highways, thoroughfarss and
rail lines, Each segment is approximately three to five miles in length, All
trails are assumed to be constructed of Concrete ranging from 4-1/2" (o
8" thickness depending on location. All trails indicated in this olan are
intended to be 10’ in width.
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